and the introduction of legislation. Some members might like to think that their deliberations and statements are for internal purposes only, but that is impossible when their words and advice are published in their own influential medical journals, and their wisdom followed almost blindly by the many thousands of other journal editors and authors.
There are, of course, other clubs for journal editors. The World Association of Medical Editors is the largest such organization but the ICMJE keeps a distance. The ICMJE, in my view, is small, selfobsessed and uncertain about its purpose. It is dominated by North American and Western European countries, and has an English-language bias. It is undemocratic and closed to new members unless invited in on the basis of a 'needed perspective'.
It is a major concern that the ICMJE has the feel of an old boys' club instead of a dynamic, leadership organization, harnessing the revolution in information technology. I put these points to the members of the ICMJE last month at the 30th anniversary of the 'Vancouver Group.' Many of them agreed that the time is ripe to question the purpose of the organization and make a better connection with the rest of the world of medical journals. A hardened core disagreed. I must have a troubled childhood, said one. I can't be a doctor, said another. I was too young to remember the great work of the ICMJE, was another reply.
I may be accused of bitterness; the JRSM is not part of this club but it doesn't seek to be. I do believe it is time for change to raise the standard of service that medical journals deliver. Authors and readers will benefit. The technological revolution has bust the power of self-appointed busybodies, the great unwashed are able to create movements of relevance and immediacy. Look at elections in both the USA and Iran. Look at the creation of organizations to challenge the established supremacy of the BMA. The world, publishing, clinicians and patients have changed, and the ICMJE must change with them. The first question to answer is does this organization, at the summit of medical publishing, have any purpose?
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